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BASICS:  KNOW  THE  “WHO”

Types of legislatures:

Bicameral (CA) or unicameral 

(only NE)

Full-time vs. part-time

High pay vs. low pay

Very intense vs. “lite”







BASICS:  KNOW  THE  “WHO”

Composition:

Political spectrum

Gender

Ethnicity/culture/religion

Profession



FIGURE OUT 

THE “WHERE”



GETTING INFORMATION:  WEBSITE

Who’s your representative?

Calendar

Current session information

Code = laws

Budget

Bills

Committees

The beloved “Search” key









The “HOW” - THE MOST 

IMPORTANT THING IN POLITICS IS 

RELATIONSHIPS

Start with your own representatives –
The All-Powerful CONSTITUENT

Find out who they are (Start in interim)

Say hello! Build a relationship

Aides and staff rule! Get to know them 

Delegate vs. Constituent – Delegate wins!

Use weight of organizations – make yourself 
look bigger.  Coalitions even better!



THE “HOW”

Careful with texts

Be persistent – PPPG!

Add them to your social media

Variety of contacts

Say thank you – reminder of action items

Committee members – start with friends 

first

Build database of legislators – keep track





COURTING



GETTING THE WORK DONE – THE “WHAT”

Easy as 1-2-3

1 – Educate

2 – Speak up

3 - Share



HOW TO FIND A BILL

By name, subject

By number (go to tracking, go to the bottom)

Learning about a bill: Click on a bill number or name

Number and name

Sponsors

Bill text

Information – what’s happened, where it is

Sections affected



#1-EDUCATE =  HOW TO FIND A BILL
Tracking – click on “Bills” and “Tracking Service”  

Status, etc. (Can review on Daily Agendas)

Bills Agendas – committee hearings 

Committees – go to website, click on “Committees”, 

pick a subject.  Or you can go to a bill, click on 

committee

Look at constitution of committee, esp. chair

Look at time/date – subject to change

Look at where it is on the agenda

Look at party affiliations to target



BEST PLACE TO KILL A BILL:  COMMITTEE

Or even earlier – with 

the sponsor!

*Coordinate efforts

*Wear lapel pin or t-

shirts to identify 

supporters

*Effective testifiers

*Use experts

*Practice ahead of 

time!*Copies for 

everyone

*Be succinct

*Keep emotions in 

control

*Tell the story!



#2 – SPEAK UP!

**Targeted approach (contact 

either the ones REALLY for it or 

those REALLY against it)

**Emailing legislators – click on 

“Legislators”, use the search box, 

go to their page to get all their 

info

**Phone calling - RARE



#3 – SHARE – SPREAD THE WORD!

Emails/cottage meetings, phone calls

Social media

Use “alerts” sparingly – audiences tire

Visit social media pages of those you’re 
trying to reach

Weekly summary

FB live videos





MODEL LEGISLATION LIBRARY –

A PROJECT OF FAMILY WATCH 

INTERNATIONAL



INTRO TO MODEL LEG LIBRARY

What is the library?

Who is doing this?

Where can I find it?



WHAT’S IN IT?

Legislation/policy info on following topics:

Sex education (including Comprehensive 

Sexuality Education)

Abortion

Parental rights

Gender issues

Pornography and obscenity laws

Religious freedom



WHAT’S IN IT?

Sample legislation from existing state laws

Model legislation – drafted without 

reference to a particular state

Policy information



HOW DO I USE IT?

Look up the area of law you are interested in

Review model laws & state samples – compare to yours 

Discuss with your group to see what types of legislation 

you want to consider

Either take to a potential legislative sponsor or take to 

party leaders to pursue

Revise as desired – also can be submitted to your 

legislative attorney as a starting point

Feel free to contact our allies in the state who has 

adopted it – also can review their legislative history 



Sex Ed Providers

Louisiana

LA HB 

305 http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=224017

SUMMARY: Prohibits providers of elective abortions and 

their affiliates from delivering certain instruction or 

materials in schools

(prohibits Planned Parenthood from teaching sex ed)



Sexual Education Opt-in Laws

Utah

Utah Code 53G-10-402 Required parental consent for sex 

education instruction

Summary: A school must obtain written consent from 

parents before providing sex education to students. If a 

parent chooses not to have their child participate in sex 

education, the parent then takes responsibility for the child’s 

instruction in cooperation with the teacher or school, and 

the school shall either waive the requirement or provide a 

reasonable alternative to the requirement. There is no 

penalization if parents opt their student out of sex 

education.

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title53G/Chapter10/53G-10-S403.html?v=C53G-10-S403_2018012420180124




 Indiana

 Indiana Public Law 154 (Senate Enrolled Act 65, 2018) 

 Summary: Human sexuality instructional materials shall be available for 

inspection by the parent of a student. Before a student is given instruction 

on human sexuality, parents must receive a written request for consent.  

This request must also provide a summary of the content and nature of 

the instruction, inform parents of their right to review and inspect all 

related instruction materials, and request that parents provide their 

consent or decline instruction. If instruction is declined, the school shall 

provide the student with alternate academic instruction during the time 

human sexuality instruction would have otherwise been given.  Human 

sexuality instruction may only be provided if the parent give consent or if 

the parent fails to respond after two notifications from the school.  

Parents may opt their students out at any time. 

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2018/bills/senate/65




SUPPLEMENTAL INFO

 Related information:

Life Site “New Law Empowers Parents to Veto 

Inappropriate Sex Ed” 

Sample non-consent form provided by Liberty 

Counsel to parents 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/indiana-law-empowers-parents-to-veto-inappropriate-sex-ed-for-their-childre
http://lc.org/PDFs/Attachments2PRsLAs/2018/071618IndianaSchoolParentalNon-ConsentForm.pdf


POLICY – RESOLUTIONS, ETC.

Resolution Passed by Republican National 

Committee - July 20, 2018

Summary: Schools shall disclose content of human 

sexuality instruction to parents and only provide 

such instruction after receiving written consent 

from parents. State legislatures to acknowledge 

the rights of parents to direct their children’s 

education, care, and upbringing, including the right 

to protect them from content they find unsuitable. 

http://www.educationviews.org/landmark-resolution-to-protect-children-from-unsuitable-content-passed-by-repub-nat-comm/






UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS (UDHR)

Article 26:

“…. Parents have a prior right to choose the 

kind of education that shall be given to their 

children.”



QUESTIONS???



NEVER FORGET:

YOU are the government


